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I have often wondered why Matzah is the symbol of freedom. Matzah is a dry cracker.
Why shouldn't we have some delicious juicy food be the symbol of Pesach? We can all under-
stand why Maror, bitter herbs, is the symbol of slavery, but why should Matzah be the
symbol of freedom? That's what we say in the Hagaddah when we speak about the symbols of
Pesach, that Matzah is the symbol of freedom. In our modern day rebellion is thought to
be the norm. We are all urged to rebel. In fact, if you have not rebelled, according to
American culture, you have not matured. Parents expect their children to rebel and if they
do not rebel they get worried. As a corollary to this, in American culture we are supposed
to be very critical. We are supposed to criticize everything. The greater the man the
more critical he will be. In fact, if a person is not very critical he is not conceived
to be an intellectual. H.L. Mencken is still a folk hero in America. Anyone who does not
fit this mold is looked down upon. In fact, I have had parents tell me, whose children
have become more traditional or religious, that they cannot stand it. They would rather
their children be a dope addict than come to a Lubavitch Synagogue. If a child's moral
values become loose and they reject religious teachings, that is o.k., but to become more
religious is terrible. On Pesach we are taught about rebellion.and we are taught what it
entails. It is not an easy thing and it should not be treated lightly. Freedom is necessary
and essential but we have to be careful when we rebel that we do not just destroy. We have
to realize that there are prices to pay. The Jewish people when they left Eqypt had to be
satisfied with a dry wafer. Many times they later regretted the cucumbers and melons of
Egypt. It was considered a great merit that they were willing to go into the dessert without
adequate privisions, but it was hard. Rebellion exacts a price and you have to be willing
to pay it. We celebrate Pesach by having a Seder. The generations should interact. They
should learn from each other. Unfortunately, today the price of rebellion is many times
alcoholism and dope. Freedom is symbolized by Matzah because we all have to realize that
in order to have it we are going to pay a price. We should realize that rebellion should
be used only to achieve the highest goals of mankind and should not be used as a fad to

raise children. The story about a vaccuum cleaner salesman who came into a home. He told

the lady he had a wonderful vaccuum cleaner and wanted to demonstrate it. The lady said she
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was not interested. He took a can filled with dirt and grease and threw it on the floor
saying, "Madam, anything this vaccuum does not pick up I will eat". The lady started to
leave the room. The man said, "Madam, where are you going?" The woman said, "To get a
spoon. Our electricity has been off since the storm last night." When we rebel we had

better know where we are going and why we are doing it. Otherwise, we will end up with a

worse life not a better life.




